
Night of the Scorpion
This presentation delves into the depths of Nissim Ezekiel's powerful poem, 
"Night of the Scorpion." We will explore the poem's rich tapestry of imagery, 

symbolism, and human emotions, examining the clash between superstition and 

reason, and ultimately the enduring power of love and compassion.

by ranjit saggu
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Nissim Ezekiel

Indian Poet

Nissim Ezekiel (1924-2004) was a prominent Indian poet and 

playwright known for his distinctive voice and insightful 
observations on modern life. He captured the complexities of 

urban life, the clash of cultures, and the search for identity in post-
independence India. His work is characterized by its honest 

portrayal of everyday experiences and its blend of traditional and 

modern influences.

Influence and Impact

Ezekiel's poetry resonated with a wide audience and earned him 

numerous awards and recognition. He is considered one of the 
most important voices in contemporary Indian literature. "Night of 

the Scorpion," with its universal themes of suffering, faith, and 
human resilience, continues to inspire and resonate with readers 

worldwide.
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Summary of the Poem

Scorpion Sting

The poem describes a night 
where a scorpion stings a 

mother in a rural Indian village. 
The villagers gather, filled with 

anxiety and superstition, 

attempting to ward off the 
poison through their rituals.

Contrasting Views

The father, a rationalist, tries to 
soothe his wife and seeks 

medical help. The poem 
contrasts these opposing views 

of the event: the villagers' faith 

in superstition and the father's 
reliance on reason and 

medicine.

Resilience and Love

Despite the mother's pain, she displays resilience and strength, while the 
father embodies the power of love and compassion. The poem ultimately 

celebrates the enduring human spirit in the face of adversity.
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The Rural Indian Setting and Cultural Context

Rural Life

The poem is set in a rural Indian village, likely in the countryside, 
where people live close to nature and the elements. This setting 

emphasizes the vulnerability of the villagers and their reliance on 
traditional beliefs and practices.

Cultural Beliefs

The villagers' reaction to the scorpion sting reflects their cultural 
beliefs, which are deeply intertwined with superstition and 

traditional medicine. They perform rituals and seek the 
intervention of deities, showcasing the power of faith and cultural 

practices in their lives.
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The Mother's Suffering From the Scorpion's Sting

1

Physical Pain

The mother experiences intense physical pain from the scorpion's venom, described as a 
burning sensation and a feeling of numbness. Her suffering is a vivid reminder of the 

vulnerability of the human body to nature's forces.

2

Emotional Distress

Her suffering extends beyond the physical, encompassing emotional turmoil 

and fear. The poem captures the overwhelming feeling of helplessness and 
the uncertainty surrounding the outcome of the scorpion's venom.

3

Resilience and Acceptance

Despite her pain, she remains strong and accepting, 

demonstrating an extraordinary resilience and a profound 
understanding of life's unpredictable nature. Her unwavering 

strength, despite the adversity, serves as a powerful message of 

human resilience.
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The Villagers' Superstitious Beliefs and Rituals

Fear and Uncertainty

The villagers are overcome with fear 
and uncertainty in the face of the 

scorpion sting. Their actions reflect the 
profound impact of superstition on 

their lives, where the unknown is often 
attributed to supernatural forces.

Traditional Remedies

They resort to traditional remedies and 
rituals, including chanting mantras, 

offering prayers, and applying various 
concoctions to the wound. These 

practices reflect the cultural context 
and the villagers' deep-rooted beliefs.

Sense of Community

The villagers' presence around the 
mother shows their collective response 

to adversity and their strong sense of 
community. Their actions underscore 

the importance of shared experiences 
and the bonds that unite them.
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The Father's Rationalist Approach and Attempts to 
Alleviate the Mother's Pain

1 Rational Approach

In contrast to the villagers' superstitious beliefs, the father represents reason and practicality. He attempts to alleviate his 
wife's pain by seeking medical help and calming her anxieties.

2 Seeking Medical Aid

He sends for the doctor, demonstrating his faith in modern medicine and its potential to address the immediate threat 
posed by the scorpion's venom.

3 Comfort and Assurance

His actions, including holding his wife's hand and offering words of comfort, highlight his unwavering love and his 

commitment to protecting his wife.
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The Poet's Observations and 
Reflections on the Scene

Observant Eye

The poem is narrated from the poet's 

perspective, who acts as a witness to 
the events unfolding around him. He 

observes the villagers' anxieties, the 
mother's suffering, and the father's 

actions.

Reflective Thoughts

Through his observations, the poet 

delves into the complexities of human 
nature, the clash of beliefs, and the 

enduring power of love and 
compassion.

Empathetic Connection

His voice conveys empathy for the 

characters, revealing his 

understanding of their emotions and 
the significance of their experiences.
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The Theme of the Contrast Between Superstition and 
Reason

1
Superstition

The villagers' reliance on superstitious beliefs reflects the influence of tradition and cultural practices in their 
lives.

2
Reason

The father's rational approach represents the power of logic, scientific understanding, 

and the pursuit of knowledge.

3

Clash of Beliefs

The poem explores the tension between these opposing 
viewpoints, highlighting the complexities of human thought and 

the influence of culture on belief systems.
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The Universal Human 
Experience of Suffering and 
the Power of Love and 
Compassion

1
Suffering

The poem transcends the specific 

context of a scorpion sting to explore 

the universal human experience of 
suffering, a shared reality that binds all 

individuals together.

2
Love and Compassion

The father's unwavering love for his 

wife and his compassionate actions 

serve as a powerful testament to the 
enduring power of human connection.

3
Resilience

The mother's resilience in the face of 

adversity underscores the strength 
and adaptability of the human spirit. 

She embodies the ability to endure 
pain and find meaning in the face of 

hardship.
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